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G.STEEVERNS 


Ol Dough cõſtreynt and greuous heupneſſe 

$02 great thought ⁊ highe penſpueneſſe 

To bedde 4 went nowe this otyer night 

whan that Lucina with her pale lyght 

was ioyned laſt with Phebus in Aquarp 

Ampdde Detembze / whanof January 

There be kalendes of the newe pere | 

And derke Dyana / hozned and nothyng clere 

Hydde her beames vnder a myſty cloude 

within my bedde foz colde J gan me ſhꝛoude 

All deſolate foz conſtraynt ot my wo 

The long mght walowyng to and fro 

Tyllat laſt 02 J gan take kepe 

Me dydc oppꝛeue a ſodapne deedly flepe 

within the whiche me thought that Jwag 

Rauyſſhed in ſpyzite in to a temple ot glag 

I ne wyſt howe ferte in wylderneſſe 

That founded was all by lyckelyneſſe 

Nat vpon ſtele / but on acraggy roche 

Lyke ple ifroſen / and as I dyde appꝛoche 

Agapne the ſonne that ſhone ſo clere 

As any chꝛiſtall / and tuer nere and nere 

Is Itamenyghe this griſeip dꝛedefull place 

J wext aſtonyed / the lyght io in my face 

Began to ſmte lo paliyng cuer in one 

On cucry parte where that J dyde gone 

That J ne might nothyng as J wolde 

About me conſydꝛe and beholde 

The wonders clter£ ſoꝛ bꝛightneſſe ok the ſonne 

Tyll at laſt ccrtapneſkycs donne 

with wyn de chaſed and their courſe pwent 
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V Hꝛough tõſtrepnt and greuous heupneſſe 
F02 great thought ⁊ highe penſpueneſſe 
To bedde J went nowe this otyer night 
whanthat Lucina with her pale lyght 

was ioyned laſt with Phebus in Aquary 
Ampdde Decembze/ whan of January 
There be kalendes of the newe pere | 

And derke Dyana / hozned and nothyng clere 
Hydde her beames vnder a myſty cloude 
within my bedde foz colde J gan me ſhꝛoude 
All deſolate foz conſtraynt ot my wo 

The long night walowyng to and fro 

Tyll at laſt 02 J gan take kepe 

Me dydc oppꝛeue a ſodapne deedly flepe 
Within the whiche me thought that Jwag 
Raupſſhed in ſpyzite in to a temple ok glag 

J ne wylt howe ferre in wylderneſſe 

That founded was all by lyckelyneſſe 

Nat vpon ſtele / but on acraggy roche 

Lyhke yſe ifroſen / and as Jdyde appꝛoche 
Agapne the ſonne that ſhone ſo clere 

As any chuſtall and cucr nere and nere 

As Icamenyghe this grilcly d2cdefull place - 
J wext aſtonyed / the lyght io in my face 
Began to lmyte lo paliyng cuer in one 

On cucry parte where that J dyde gone 

That J ne might nothyng as J wolde 

About me conſydꝛe and beholde 

The wonders clters ſoꝛ bꝛightneſſe ok the ſonne 
Tyll it laſt ccrtayneſkycs donne 

with wynde chaſed and their courſe ywent 

& ein. gl. à. ij. 


Bcekoze the ſexemes of Titan and iblent 
So that I myght within and without 
where ſo I woioe beholde me about 
Fo to repoꝛt the facyon and manere 
Ot all this place/that was circuler 
In cumpace wyſerounde by intaple wꝛought 
And whan J had longe and well fought 
J founde a wycket / and entred in as faſte 
Into the temple / and myn eyen calte 
On cuery ſyde / nowe lowe / and nowe cfte alofte 
And right anone / as J gan walke ſofte 
It I the ſothe aright repoꝛt ſhall 
'4| (awe depeyuted vpon a wall 
Itom Eſt to welt many a fayze ymage 
Ol londꝛy louers/lyke as they were of age 
I ſet m oꝛdꝛe after they were trewe 
With lyfely colours wonders freſſhe of hewe 
And as me thought J ſaw ſom ſyt and ſom ſtãde 
And ſome knelyng / with bylles in theyꝛ hande 
And ſome with complaynt woful and pitious 
With dolckull chere /to put to Uenus 
So as ſhe late tietynge in the lee 
Upoatycy2 wo foz to haue pite 

And kyꝛſt ot all J ſawe there of Cartage 
Dido the quene fo goodly of vilage 
That gan complaync her auenture and caas 
Howe he dilceyued was of Aeneas 
402 all his heſtes and his othes \worne 
And taydhclas that euer ſhe was boꝛne 
whau ſheſawe / that deed ſhe muſt be 

Jud uext her I ſawe the complayut of @cdee 


Powe that ſhe falſcd was of Jaſon. 
And nygh by Uenus ſawe J yt Atheon 
And all the maner howe the bozc hym ſloughe 
Foz whom ſhe wepte and had pite moughe 

There ſawe Jalſo howe that Penelope 
For ſhe ſo long ne myght her loꝛde le 
was of colour both pale and grene. 

And alther next was thefrelſhe quene 
J mean Alceſt the noble true wyke 
And foz Zdmete howe ſhe loſt her lyfe 
And foꝛ her trouthe Af J ſhall nat lye 
Hobee (he was turned into a Dayſye 

There was Grilildts innocence 
And all her mekeneſſe and pacience 

There was cke Jſoude/and many other mo 
And all the tourment and the cruell wo 
That ſhe had foz Triſtram all her lyue 
And howe Tyl be her hert dyd ryue 
with thylke werde ok ſyz Pyzramus 

And all the maner/howe that Theſeus 
The Minotaure ſlewe ampd the hous 
That was foꝛwꝛynked by crafte ot Dedalus 
whan he was in pꝛiſon ſhyt in Crete 

And howe that Philus felt of loue the hete 
The great fyze foz Demophoon helas 
And to: his falſhcd and foz his treſpas 
Upon the wallcs depeynt men myght ſe 
Howe lhe henge vpon a fylberde tre. 
And many a ſtoꝛy mo than J reken can 
wercinthetemple, Ind howe that Paris wan 
The fayꝛe Helene the luſty freſſhe quene 

Tem. gi. a. uj. 


And howe Achilles was fo2 Polycene 
Illaync vnwardly within Tropc towne 
All this ſawe J walkyng vp and downe 
There ſawe J wutten eke the hole tale 
Howe Phplomenc in to anightyngale 
Jtourncd was / and Pꝛoigne in to a ſwalowe 
And howe the Sabyns in their maner halowe 
The feeſt of Lucrece / vet in Rome towne 
There ſawe J alſo the ſoꝛowe of Palamonec 
That he in puſone felte and all the ſmert 
And howe that he thꝛoughe vnto his hert 
was hurt inwardly bycaſtyng of an eye 
On the fay:e freſſhe / and luſty pong Emelye 
And all the ſtryfe bytwene hym and his bꝛother 
And howe that one fought with that other 
within the groue tyll they by Theſeus 
Accoꝛded were as Chaucer tclicth vs 
And furthermoꝛe as J gan bcholde 
2 ſawe howe Phebus with an arowe of golde 
wounded was thꝛoughout his ſyde 
Oncly by enup of the god Cupyde 
Ind howe that Diane vnto a laurer tre 
tourned was whan that ſhe dyde fle 
nd howe that Joue began to chaunge his cops 
Oonely foꝛ loue of the faple Europe 
And in to a bull / whan he dyde her ſue 
Lyſt of his godhccd his fozme to tranlmue 
And howe that he by tranſmutacyon 
The ſhappe gan take of Amphitrion 
Joꝛ Alcmena fo paſſyng was of beaute 
So was he hurt foz all his deite 
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with loues darte and myght it nat eſcape 
There ſawe J allo howe Mars was take 
Of Uulcanus aud with Uenus founde 
And with the chaynes muiſible bounde 
There was allo allthe poeſye 
Of hym Mercury / and all the Philogye 
And how that ſhe / fo2 her ſapience 
Iwedded was to the god of eloquence 
And howe the mulcs lowly dydobeye 
Hye into hcuenthis lady to conuepe 
And with theyꝛ ſonge howe ſhe was magnified - 
with Jupiter there to be ſtellified 
And vppermoze depeynt men myght ſe 
Howe with her rynge the goodly Canace 
Ok cuery foulethe lapdons and the ſonge 
Coude vnderſtande / as ſhe walked them among 
And howe her bꝛother ſo ofte holpen was 
In his myſchiet / by the ſtede of bꝛas 
And farthermoꝛe in the temple were 
Full many a thouſande louers here an thete 
In ſondꝛy wyſe redy to tomplapne 
Unto the goddeſſe ok theyz wo and payne 
Howe they were hyndꝛed / ſome fo2 enuye 
And howe the ſerpent of falſe iolouſpe 
Full many a louer hath put abacke 
And caulcleſſe on them hath layd a lacke 
And ſome there were / that playned on abſence 
That were cxiled/and put out of pꝛeſence 
Though wycked tonges / and falſe ſuſpection 
without mercy 02 any rempllion 
Andother alſo they? ſeruice ſpent in vayne 


And of theyꝛ lady Were nat loued agayne 

Ind ald ether/ that ſoz pouerte 

Durſt in no wyletheyꝛ great aducrſite 

D iſtceucr nc open leſt they were reſuſed 

Ind ſeme ſo: wantynge alſo were accuſed 

And allo other / that loued ſecretely 

And ot theyꝛ lady durſt aſke ne mercy 

Leſt that {3c wolde ol hym haue diſpyte 

And ſome allo / that put ryght great wyte 

On double louers / that loue thyngis newe 

Thꝛough whole falſencſſe hyndꝛed bethe true 

And ſomc there were / as it is oft ſounde 

That foꝛ they: lady many a blody wounde 

Endured haucan many a region 

Whylcthat an other hath had poſſeſſion 

Ill ot his lady / and beareth awaye the frute 

Ok his labour and of all his ſute 

Au other complayncth of rychcſle 

Howe he with trealure doth his buſyneſſe 

To wynne / agaynſt all kpnde and right 

where as true louers haue no foꝛte no myght 

And ſome there were / as maydens pong of age 

That plaync ſo with wepyng and with rage 

That were coupled agaync all nature 

with croked olde / that may nat long endure 
: Jsoꝛ to pet furme the luſt of loues playe 

Fo2 it is nat ſyttynge vnto freſſhe Maye 

Foꝛ to be coupled to olde January 

They be ſo dyuerle/that they muſt vary 

Foꝛ olde is grutchyng / and malincolious 

Il waye ircfull/and cke ſuſpecioug 
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And youthe cntendethto iope and luſtyneſle 

To myꝛthe aud plape / and to all gladneſſe 

Alas that euer ut ſhulde bekall 

So cbocte lugre / itcoupled with the gall 

Theſc pong tolke cryed otte lythe 

And pꝛapeb Uenus / her power foz to kythe 

Upon this myſchete / and ſhape remedpe 

And right anone Jherde other crye 

With ſobbyng teares and pyteous ſowne 

Beloꝛe the goddeſle by lamentacion 

That were conſtrayned in their youthe 

And in chyldhode / as it is oftecouthe 

Jentred were / in to reiygion 

£2 they had peres of dilcrecpon 

That all their lyfe- tan nat but complayns 

In wyde copes perfection foz to fapne 

Aull couertly/ foz to couer their ſmert 

And ſhewe the contrarp of their hers 

There ſawe Þ many a fayze mayde 

That on their frendes / au the wyte layde 

And other mo J ſawe there in great rage 

That were maryed in their tendze age 

without fredome of free election 

where loue hath ſeldome dominacyon 

F$02loue at large and at lyberte 

Wolde frely choſe / and nat with ſuche treate 

And other ſawe J full ofte wepe and wing 

That they in men founde ſuche varpeng 

Co loue a ſcaſon / whyle that beautie flourethj 

And after by diſdayne fo vngoodly lourcth 

On her / that ſomtymce he called his lady dere 
Tem. of gla. b 


That was to hym lo plcaſaunt aud entere 
But luſt with fayꝛneſſe is ſo ouergone 

That in their hert trouthe abydeth none 
And ſome alſo I ſawe in teares rayne 

And pytuouſly on god and kynde complapne 
Chat euer he wolde on any creature 

So moche beautie paſſyng by meaſure 
Sette on a woman to gyue occaſyon 

A man to loue to his confuſpon 

And namely there / where he ſhall haue no grace 
Foz with a loke / fozthe by as he dothe pace 
Full ofte falleth thzoughccaſtyng of an eye 
Aman is wounded / that he mult nedes dye 
pet neuer parauenture after he ſhall her ſc 
why wyll god do fo great cruclte 

To any man / oꝛ els to his creature 

To make hym ſo moche wo endure 

Foz her percaſe/ whom he ſhall in no wyſe 
Acioyſe at any tyme / but ſo foꝛthe in inuyſe 
Lede his lyte / tyll he be layde in graue 

Fo: he ne durſt of her no mercy craue 

Ind alſo patauẽture though he durſte and wolde 
He can nat wytte / where he her fynde ſholde 
Iſawe there alſo / and therof had J routhe 
That ſome were hyndꝛed by couetile and ſlouthe 
And ſome alſo fo2 their haſtyneſſe 

And other alſo foz their recheleſneſſe 

But at the laſt / as I walkcd and bchelde 
Beſpde Pallas with her chꝛiſtall ſhelde 
Bctoꝛe the ſtature ok Uenus ſette on hyght 
There kncled a lady in my ſyght 
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Beloꝛe the goddeſſe / whiche as the ſonne 
Pallcth the ſterres in bughtnellc echone 
And as Lucifer to vopde the nightes ſozowe 
In clereneſſe pallcth early the moꝛowe 
And as Mayc hath the ſoucraynte 
Ok cuery moneth in fayzeueſſe and beaute 
And as the ioſe in lwetneſſe and odour 
Surmounteth tloures / ⁊ as baume of all licour 
Hath the pꝛice / and as the Rubp bꝛight 
Of all ſtones in beaute and in ſight 
(As it is knowen) hath the regal 
Right ſo this lady with her goodly cye 
Ind with the ſtremes ot her loke lo bꝛight 
Surmountcth au thꝛough beaute in my ſight 
That foꝛ to tell het great ſemelpneſſe 
Her womanherd / her poꝛt / and her fayzeneſſe 
It was a matucyle / howe cuer that nature 
Coude in her warkes make a creature 
So angelykce / ſo goodly one to ſe 
So femyninc 02 paſſyng ok beaute 
whoſe ſonnilſhe heer⸗ — — than golde wyꝛe 
L yke Phcbus beames / ſhyning in his ſpyꝛe 
The goodlyheed alſo of her fay2e face 
So repleniſſhed of beaute and ok grace 
So well endewed by nature / and depaynt 
Is toſc and lples toguydcr Were imaynt 
So cgally by good pꝛopoꝛcion 
That as me thought by myne inſpection 
IF gan matucylc / howe god oz werke of kynde 
Might of beaute ſuche a treaſure fynde 
To gyuc her ſo paſſpng excellence 

Tem ek gla. b.ij. 


Fo: in goodfaythe / thꝛough her hye pꝛeſente 
The temple was enlumpned enupzon 

And foz to ſpeke ot her condycion 

She was the beſt / that might beon lyue 
Fo: there was none / that with her might ſtryue 
To ſpeke of beautic / oz ot gentylneſſe 

Ok womanheed/ oz of lowiyneſſe 

Of courteſy / oꝛ of goodlyheed 

Ok ſpechc / ot chere / oꝛ of ſemelpheed 

Of poꝛte benigne / 02 of dalyaunce 

Che veſt taught therto ot pleaſaunce 

She was the well eke of honeſte 

In exampler and my2rour alſo was ſhe 

Of ſecretneſſe / of trouthe / of faythfulneſſe 
And to all other / lady and mayſtteſſe 

To ſhewe vertue- who ſo lyſt to lere 

And lo this lady / right humbleof her chere 
Knclyng IJ ſawe / cladde in grene and whyte 
Befoze Uenus/ goddeſſe of all delyte 
Eubꝛoudꝛed all with ſtones and perre 

So richcely / that ioye it was to ſe 

with ſondzie tolles on her garment 


Foz texpownc / the tiouthe of her entent 


To ſh. we kullp / that foꝛ het humbleneſſe 

A 1d to2 her vertuc / and her ſtedfaſtneſſe 
That (hc was rote ot all womanly plcaſaunce 
Thertoꝛe her woꝛde / without varpaunce 
Enbꝛoudꝛed was / as men might le 

De miculx en mieulx / with ſtones and perre 
This is to lape / that ſhe was ſo benigne 

I com better to better / her hert dothe reſigne 


le 


And all her wyll to Uenus the goddeſſe 
She ſtode at poynt redy to expꝛeſſe 

And her humbly of mercy foz to pꝛay 

Fo: her dole remedy to puruaye 

Gladly ſhe wolde the goddeſle ſhulde attende 
Her ſozowes all and harmes to amende 

And cuermoꝛ e me thought by her chere 

To complayne ſhe had right great deſyze 
7oꝛ in her hande ſhe heide a lytell bylle 
wherin was wꝛitte the ſõme ot all her ſkylle 
And all that ſe wolde to the goddeſſe ſhewe 
Thetfecte ok whiche foloweth in woꝛdes fewe 


¶ The coppoft the ſup⸗ 
plicacion. 


Lady Uenus mother of Cupide 

That all this wozlde haſt in gouernaunce 
And the hertes that hauten hye by pzide 
Enclyneſt mckely to thyn obeyſaunce 
Cauſer of io /releace ot penaunce 
And with thy ſtremes canſt cuery thyng diſcerne 
Chꝛough heuenly loue of fpꝛe that is eterne 


O blcſfull terre perſant and full ot lyght 

Of beames gladſom / deuoyder of darkeneſſe 
Chick recomfo2taftcr the blacke nyght 

To voyde wofull hertes out of theyꝛ heupneſſe 


Take nowe good hede lady and goddeſſe 


vine 


So that my byll may your graccattayne 
Bedzelle to fyndeof that J me complapne 
Tem. gla. b.lij. 


Foz Jam bounde tothyngthat Jnolde 
Frely to choſe/there lacke I liberte 

Ind ſo I wante of that myn herte wolde 
The body is knyt/though my thought be fre 
So that Jmuſtof ueceilyte 

My hertes lyſt outwarde contrary 

Though we beonethedede mult vary 


My woꝛſhyp ſaue / J fayle election 

Agaynſt al! right both of god and kynde 
There to be knyt vnder ſubiection 

Fro whence both are farreout of mynde 

My thought goth fozth / my body is bchynde 
Foz Jam hyerc/and yonder my remembzaunce 
Betwene two lo hange J tn ballaunce 


Dcuoydeof ioyc/of wo JT haueplente 
what J deſyꝛe/that may J nat poſſede 
Foz that I nolde is redy ay to me 

And that Jloue/fo2 to ſue J dꝛede 

To my deſyre contrary is my mede 
Andthus J ſtande departed in tweyne 
Ok wplland dede ilaced in a cheyne 


Fo: though Jout bzenne with feruent heate 
withinmy hert J may complayne of colde 

Ind by exceſſe though Þ ſwelte and \weate 

Me tocomplayne J am nat god wote bolde 
VUnto no wyght/noꝛ one woꝛde vntolde 

Ok all my payne /helas the harde ſtounde 

The hotter that J burne the colder is my woũde 
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Fo: he that hath my hert faithfully 

And holle my loue in all honeſte 

without chaunge:all be it ſecretly * 
All way it muſt kept and couered be 
wherkoꝛe lady Uenus enclyne J pꝛay the 
Unto theffect and complaynt ot my byll 
Sythlyfc and deth J put all in thy wyll 


¶ And than me thought the goddes dyd enclyne 
Mekely her heed / and ſoftly gan expzelle 

That in ſhoꝛt tyme her tourment ſhulde fyne 
And howe of hym / foꝛ whom all her diſtreſſe 
Shc had endured, And of her heupneſſe 

She ſhulde haue ioye. And of her purgatoꝛy 

Be holpen ſoone / and ſo lyue foꝛth in gloꝛy 


Ind ſayd daughter: Foꝛ the ſad trouth 
The faith full meanyng and innocence 
That planted be / without any llouth 

In your perſone / deuoyde ok all offence 
So hauc atteyned to our audience 

That with our grace vc ſhalbe well releued 
J you bchote-otall that hath you greued 


And fo2 that ye be cucrofone entent 
without chaungeo2 mutabilite 

And in pour paynes be ſo pacient 

To take lowly pour aducrlite 

Ind that ſo longe thꝛough the cruclte 
Okolde Saturne my father vifoztuned 
ve lhallok me be well rewarded 


And thynkhe therfoꝛe within a lytell whyle 

It ſhail alwage and ouerpaſſe ſoone 

Joꝛ incu by leyſer paſſe many ample 

Aud oſte after a dꝛepyng mone 

The weder clercth: and whan the ſtoꝛme is done 
The ſonne ſhyneth in his ſphere bꝛyght 

And ioye wakcth / whan wo is put to flyght 


Bemembꝛe/ howe neuer pet no wyght 

Ne came to woꝛſhyp without debate 

Jud folkes alſo rcioyce moꝛc ot lyght 

That with darkeneſſe were wꝛapped and wate 
No mannes chaunceis alway foztunate 

Ne no wyght pꝛeyſeth of ſugre the lwetneſſe 
But they befoze haue taſted bytterneſſe 


Griſilde was aſſayed at the full 

That tourned after to encreace of her tope 
Penclope became cke fo2 ſoꝛowes dull 
Jeꝛthat her loꝛde abode ſo long at Troye 
Allo the tourment there coudeno man accope 
Of Dougenc/ floure of all Bꝛitayne 

Thus cuer iope is finall ende of payne 


Ind truſteth this foꝛ concluſion 

The ende ot ſoꝛowe is ioye / voyde of dꝛede 
Fo: holy ſayntes thꝛough they paſſion 
Hauc heuen wonne totheyꝛ ſouerayne mede 
Ind plente gladly foloweth after nede 

And my daughter after pour greuaunte 

IJ pou bchotc pc ſhall haue full plcaſaunte 
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Foz cuer of toue the maner andthe gyle 
g foz to hurte his [cruaunt and to wounde 
nd whan he hath taught them his empziſe 
He can in iope make thein to habounde 
Ano ſithe that pe haue in my lace be bounde 
without yng / oz rebellyon 
ve muſt ot right haue conſolacion. 


{his is to ſape / doute it neuer a dell 
That ve ſhall haue full poſſeſſpon 

Of hym/ that ye nowe ch e ſo well 
In honeſt maner / without tranſgreſſyon 
Bycaule I knowe pour entencyon 

Js trucly ſette / in partte and in all 

To loue hym beſt / and mooſt in ſpeciall, 


Fo: he that ye haue choſen you to ſcrue 
Shalbe to you luche as ye deſpꝛe 

without chaunge / rully tyll he ſterue 

So with my bzonde J haue hym ſette a kyꝛe 
And with my grace I ſhau hym ſo enſpyꝛe 
Chat he in hert ſhal be right at your wyll 
whether ye lyſt to ſaue hym oz to ſpyll, 


Foz vnto you J ſhall his hert ſo lowe 
without ſpotte of any doubleneſſe 

That he ne ſhall eſcape from the bowe 
Thoughe that he wolde / by vnſtedfaſtneſſe 
I meane Cuppde ſhall hym ſo diſtreſſe 
Unto your hande / with the aroweof golde 
That he ne ſhall eſcape thoughe he wolde. 


And ſithe pe lpſt / of ppte and of grace 

In vertue ouely his youthe to cheriſſhe 

I ſhall by aſpecte of my benigne face 

Make hym to ſhewe euer ſynne and vyce 

So that he ſhall haue no maner ſpyce 

In his courage to loue thynges newe 

Þc hall to you ſo playne be founde and trewe. 
The authour. 

And whan this goodly lady freſſheof hewe 
Humble and benigne / ok trouthe croppe ⁊ rote 
Conceyued had / howe Uenus gan to t ewe 
On her papne playnly to do bote 
To chaunge her bytter ones in to lwote 
She fell on knees of highe deuocyon 
Ind in this wyle began her ouſon. 


[ } ygheſt of hye / quene and Empꝛeſſe 
Goddeſſe of loue / of good pct the beſt 


That thzoughe pour baute / without vyce 
Somtyme conquered the apple at the feſt 
That Jupitcr-thzoughe his hye requeſt 
To all the goddes aboue celeſtpall 

Made in his palcys mooſt imperpall. 


To you mp lady vpholder of my lyfe 
Wekely I thankc / ſo as I mayc ſuſfyſe 
That ye lyſt nowe with hert ententyfe 

So graciouſly foꝛ nie to deuyſe 

That whyle Jiyuc/ with Humble ſacrifpſe 
Upon pour auters / your feeſt yere by pere 
I ſhall encence caſte in to the fpʒe. 
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Fo of your grace I am full reconcyled 

From cucry trouble vatotoye and eaſe 

Chat ſozowes all be from me exyled 

Sythe pe my lady lylt to appeale 

My papnes olde / and fully my diſeaſe 

Unto gladneſſe ſo ſodaynly to tourne 
Hauyng no cauſe from henſ tozthe to mourne. 


Fo: ſpthcn ye ſo mekely lyſt to daunt 

To my ſeruyce hym/that J loue beſt 
Indot your bounte ſo graciouſly to graunt 
That he nc ſhall vary / though hymilyſt 
wherof my hert is fully bꝛought to reſt 

Foz nowe and cucr/ O lady myne benigne 
That hert and wyll / J holy to you reſigne. 


Thankyng you with all my full hert 
That of your grace and viſptacion 

So humbly lyſt hym to conuert 

Fully in to my ſubiectiton 

without chaung oz tranſmutacion 

Unto his laſt. owe laude and reuerence 
Be euer to pour name and excellence. 


This all and ſome / and chefe of my requeſt 

And hole ſubſtaunceok all my hole entent 

You thankyng / of pour graunt and heſt 

Bothe nowe and cucr / that pe me grace ſent . 
To conquere hym / that neuer ſhall repent 

Mc fo2 to ſerue / and humbly fo to pleaſe 

Is fynall trealure of my hertes caſe. 


And than anone Uenus caſte adowne 
In to her lappe / bzaunches whyte and grene 

Of hauthoꝛne / that went enupzone 
About her herd / that iope was to ſene 

And badde her kepe them honeſtip and clene 

whiche ſhulde nat kade / ne neuer wexe olde 

It (hc her byddyng kept / as ſhe hath tolde. 


7 
And as theſe bowes bothe fayze and ſwete 4 
Jolowe theffect / that they do ſpeciſpe 47 
This to ſapc / bothe in coide and hete 1 
Be ye ot one hert andof one fantaſpe oy 
As arc theſc leaues / whiche maye nat dye 
By no dureſſeot᷑ ſtoꝛmes that ben kene | 
No moꝛe in wynter / than in ſomer grene, 
; 
| 


Right fo by cnſample foꝛ wele 02 wo 
Fo: 10yc- tourment/02 foꝛ aducrſite 
whether lo foztune / fauour oꝛ cls fo 
Foz poucrte/ richclle / 02 pzolperyte ; 
That pc your hert kepe in one degre 
To loue hym beſt / foz nothyng that pe fayne 

whom J haue boũde ſo lowe vnder your chapne 


And with that woꝛde / the goddeſſe ſhoke her hetddßd 
And was in peace / and ſpake as than no moe 
And therwith all feminpuc of dꝛede 

Me thought the lady to ſighe gan full ſoꝛe , 
And ſapd agaync/lady that mayeſt reſto:e 
Hertes to iopc / from their aduecrſyte 

To do your wyll better ⁊ better after my gte. 
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¶ Chus euer ſlepyng dꝛemyng as Jlay 
within the temple me thought I ſap 
Great pꝛeact ot folke with murmure wonderfull 
who croude and ſhoue the tempie was lo tull 
Eueriche full buſpe in his owue cauſe 
That Ine mape ſhoꝛtely in a clauſe 
Dilcrpue all the tytes / and the guyſe 
And cke J want connyng to deuyle 
we ſome there were / w golde / encfce/Empylke 

nd ſome with floures ſwete / and ſofte as ſylke 
And ſome with ſparowes/- and doues white 
That foz to offre gan them deipte 


Unto the goddeſle with ſighe and prayer 


Chem torcleaſe ot that they molt deſpze 
And ſhoztcly this thyng co conclude 
So great and huge was the multytude 
That I was fa yne out of the pꝛeate to go 
And as F was alone with me no mo 
wu hin the cſters/ and gan a whyle tarye 
=> a man / that waiked all ſolytarye 

hat as me ſemed toꝛ heupneſſe and dole 
Hym to complapne / he walked ſo ſole 
Without eſpyeng of any other wpght 
And if IJ ſhallducryuc hym a right 
If that he had nat be in heupnelle | 
Me thought he was / to ſpeke of ſemelynefſe 
Of ſhappe / ot fozme / and alſo ot᷑ ſtature 
Che moſt paſſyng/that euer pet nature 
Made in her war kes / and lyke to be a man 
Indtherwuhall/ as Jrehercecan * 
Ot face and chere the moſt gratioug 
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To be beloued happy and eurous 
But it ſemed outwarde by his chere 
That he complapned fo2 lacke of his deſy2e 
Foz by hymſelfe-ag he walked vy aud downe 
herde hym make a lamentacion = 

ſayd elas what thyng may this be 
Nowe am A bounde/that whilom was fre 
And went at large at myn election 
Noweam J caught vnder ſubicction 
Foz to become a very homagere 
To the god ol loue / where oz Fcame here 
eite in myn hert nought ofloues payne 
But nowe ot newe within his fyꝛy chayne 
A am enbꝛaced ſo/that I may uat ſtryue 
To ſexue and loue whyle Jam on lyue 
The goodly freſſhe / in the temple ponder 
Itawe tight nowe/that J had wonder 
Howe euer god / toꝛ to teten all 
Myght make a thynge ſo celeſtiall 

angel lyke on erthe to appere 

Fo within the ſtremes of her eyen clere 

am wounded euen to the hert 
That fro the deth Jmap nat aſtert 
And moſt J mcruayle-that ſo ſodapnly 
J was ſo yelde to be at her mercy | 
Whether that ſhe lyſt me to lyue oz deye 
without moꝛe / I mult her luſt obeye 
And take mekcly my ſodeyn auenture 
Fo: ſyth my lyfe / my deth / and cke mycure 
Is in her hande / it wyll nothyng auaple 
To grutche agayne / foʒ ofthis bataple 
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The palme is hers / and playne the victozp * . 
J rebelled / honoz none /ne glozp 

myght in any maner wyſe atcheue 

yth Jam peiden/yow ſhulde Ithan pꝛeue 
To renne awape J wote it wyll nat be 
Though J be loſe at large / I map nat fle 

O god ol ſoue / howe ſharpe is now thyn arowe 
Howe maylſt thou now lo cruelly and ſo narowe 
without cauſc/hurt me and wounde? 
Ind takeſt no hede my lorowes to founde 
But lyke a byꝛde/that flecth at her deſy2e 
Tyll ſodaynly within the pantpꝛe 
She is caught / though late ſhe was at large 
Ancwetempeſt fo:cattcth nowe my barge 
Nowe vp nowe downe/ with wynde it is lo blows 
So am I toſſed/and almoſt ouerthzowe 
Far dꝛyuen in darkeneſſe ok manp ſondzy wawe 
Dclas whan ſhall this tempeſt ouerdzawe 
To clere the ſkyes of myn aducrlite 
The lode terre J wote Imap nat ſe 
It is ſo hyd with cloudes/that ben blacke 
Nelas whan wyll this tourment ouecrſlacke 
I tan nat wyt / foʒ whois hurt ofnewe 
And bledeth in warde / tyll he ware pale ol hewe 
Ind hath his wounde inwardly freſſhe a grene 
And it is nat knowen vnto the harmes kene 
Ok myghty Cupide/that can ſo hertes daunte 
Chat no man in his warte dare hym vaunte 
To gctea pꝛyte/but oncly by mekeneſſe 
Foz there ne vayleth ſtryfe noꝛ ſturdyneſſe 
So mape J ſaye/that with a loke am polde 
Tem of gla. c. ij. 


And haue no power to ſtryue / though J wolde 
Thus ſtande J euer betwenelyfe and deth 
To loue and ſexue whylethat J haue bꝛeth 
In ſuche a place / where I date nat plapne 
Lyke hym/that is in toʒꝛment and in payne 
And knoweth nat to whom to diſcure 

Foz there as I haue holly ſet my cure 

F dare nat well foꝛ dꝛede ne foꝛ daungere 

And foz vnknowen /t ell howe the fyꝛe 

Ot loues bꝛonde/is kendled in my bꝛeſt 

Thus am Imourthered and [layne at the leſt 
So p2yucly within my thought 

O lady Uenus / whom JF haue ſought 

So wyſlhe me nowe / what me is beſt to do 
That am diſtraught with my ſelfe lo 

That I ne wote what way to tourne 

Saue by my ſelte alonc foz to mourne 

Hangyng in ballaunce betwene hope and dꝛede 
without comfo:te-/remcedye/02 rede 

Joꝛ Hope byddcth purſuc/and allaye 

And agaynewarde dꝛede anſwereth naye 

And nowe with Hope Jam ſet a lofte 

But dꝛede and daüger/harde and nothyng ſofte 
Daucouerthzowen mp truſt/and put a downe 
Noe at my large/nowe fettted in pꝛyſoun 
Nowe in tourment mowe in ſouerapne gloꝛy 
Nowe ui paradiſe/and nowe in purgatoꝛy 

As a man diſpeyred in a double werte 

Boꝛne vp with hope / and than anon daunger 
Me dꝛaweth abacke / and ſayth / It ſhau nat be 
F02 where as Jof myn aducrlite 


; Im bolde ſomwhyle merty to requy2e . 
Chan cometh diſpapꝛe/and beg ueth me to ler 
Ancwe leſſon/to hope full the contrary | 
They ben ſo dpuerle they wyll do me vary 
Ind thus I ſtande diſmapd inacraunce 

Fo: whan hope were lyke me to auaunce 
Foz dzede J eremblc/ I dare nat one wozdeſpeke 
And ik it ſo be/that I nat out bzeke 
To tell the harmes/that greuen me ſo ſoze 
But in mp ſeite encreace them moze and moꝛe 
Ind to be ſlayne fully me delyte 
whan ok mp deth ſhe is nothyng to wyte 
Foz but if ſhe the conſtraynt plapneip knowe 
Howe ſhulde ſhe euer on my peynes rue 
Thus oft tyme with hope Jam moued 
To tell her all/howe Jam greued 
And to be hardy /on me foz to take ; 
Toaſke merty / but dꝛede doth me than awage 
And than wanhope anlwereth me agayne 
That better were /that ſhe haue diſdapne 
To dye at ones / vnknowen ok any wyght 
And therwithall byddeth hope anon tyght 
Me to be bolde / and pꝛapt her ol grace 
And iyth all vertues be poztredin her face 
It were nat ſyttyng that pite were behynde 
And ryght anon within mp ſcife FJ fynde 
Ancwe plec / bꝛought on me with dzede 
That me ſo maſeth that J ſe no ſpede 
Bytauſe he ſayd/that aſtonycth all my blood 
J am ſo ſymple / and ſhe is ſo good 
Thus hope and dꝛede in me wpll nat ceace 

c.lij. 
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Co plede and ſtryue my harmes lo encreaſe 

But at hardeſt yet o be deed 

Ok my dittreſſe ſythe Jcannoreed 

aden nene. 

ze the god 

And complãyne without moꝛe ſermon - 

Thoughe dethe be fyne and full c ontluſyon 

Of my tequeſt / yet Jwyllaſſaye 

C And right anone me thought JF ſaye 

This wokull man / as FJ haue made memozie 

Full lowlye entre in to anozatozte | 

And knelcd adowne in full humble wyſe 

Befoze the goddeſſe / and gan anone deuyſe 

— —— a dolefull chere 
ayeng right thus / as pe ſhall here. 


¶ The complapnt ot the man. 


'B Edꝛeſſe ot ſoꝛowe / O Citherca 

That with the ſtremes of thy pleaſãt hett 
Gladdeſt the mount of all Cirrea 

where thou haſt choſen thy paleys and ſete 
whole bzight beames ben walſhen and wete 
Jnthcryuecrof Elyconthe well 

Haue nowe pytcof that J ſhall you tell. 


And nat diſdapne of pour benignyte 

My moꝛtall wo / O lady myne goddeſſe 
Ok grace and bounte and mercpfull pyte 
Benignely helpe and to redꝛeſſe 

And thoughe lo be / JF cay nat well expꝛeſſe 


Yi 
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Thegreuous harmes that J ele in my here 


Haue neuer yet the leſſe merty oł my ſmert. 


This is to ſape/Oclere heupns lyght 

That next the ſonne ſertled haue your ſpere 
Sythe ye me hurte / with your dzedefull myght 
By intluence ot your beames clere 

And that I by pour ſerupcenowe ſo dere 

As ye me bꝛought in tothis malady 

Be pe gracious and ſhape a remedy, 


Foꝛ in you holly lycth helpe of all this care 
And knowe beſt my ſoꝛowe and all my papne 
Fo: dzedeof dethe / howe J alas ne dare 
Alke mercy anes/ ne me complapne 

Nowe with pour dart ſo conſtrapne 
without moꝛe / oz I dye at the leſt 

That ſhe mape wytte what is my requeſt. 


Howe J nothyng in all this woꝛlde deſy2e 

But foꝛ to ſexue fully to myne ende 

That goodly kreſſhe / fo womanly of chere 
Without chaunge- while J haue lyfe and mynde 
And that ye wolde ſuche grace ſende 

Of mp lcrupce- that ſhe nat dildayne 

Sithen her to ſerue I mape nat me reſtrayne, 


Alas ſythe that hope me hath gyuen hardpneſſe 
To loue her beſt / and neuer to repent 

whyles that E, lyue / With all my buſyneſſe 

To dꝛede and lerue / though danger ncuer allſent 


And here vpon ye knowe mpn entent 
Howe J haue vowed fully in my mynde 
Ce be her man /though J no mercy fkynde 


Fo: in my hert impꝛinted is fo foe 

Her ſhap/her foꝛme / and all her ſemelyneſſe 

Her poꝛt/her chere / her goodnes mote and moꝛe 
Her womanheed/ and eke her gent yineſle 

Her trouth her faith / and her kyndneſſe 

With all vertues cche ſet in her degre 

There is no lacke / ſaue oncly of pite 


Her ſad demeanyng/of wyll nat variable 

Oft loke benigne / and rote ok all pleaſaunte 
And examplapre to all that wyll be ſcable 
Diſcrete/pꝛudent/ol wyſedome ſuffiſaunce 
Myꝛtout of wytte / grounde ot gouernaunce 
A woꝛlde ot beaute compaſſed in her face 
whoſe perſant loke doth trought mp hert race 


And ouer this / wonder ſecrete and true 

A well of fredome /and tight bountious 

Ind euer encrcaſyng in vertue newe and newe 
Ok ſpeche goodlp and tight gracious 
Deuopde ot p2yde-to pooꝛe nat diſpitous 

And if that J ſhoztly ſhall nat fapne 

Saue vpon mercpnothyng Jcompapne 


what wounder than / though J with dꝛede 
Inly ſuppꝛyſed fo: to aſke grace 
Ok her /that is quene ot womanheed 
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Fo: well J wote in ſo hyghe a place 
It wyll nat be / therfoze J oucrpace 
And take lowly what wo J endure 
Tyll ſhe of pyte me take to her cure. 


But one auowde playnly here Jmake 

That wheder lo be / ſhe do me lpue oz dey 

I wyll nat grudge / but humbliy u take 

And thanke god / and wyllingip obep 

Foz by my trouthe / my hert neuer rene 
Foz lyfe ne dethe / mercy ne daungere 

Of wyll and thought / to be at her deſpꝛe. 


To be as trewe as cuer was Anthonius 

To Clcopatre / whylc hym laſted bꝛethe 

Oz vnto Th yſ be yonge Ppzramus 

Tyat was faithtull founde-tyllthEdepted dethe 
Bight ſo ſhall J-tyll Atropos meſlethe 

F0: wcleo2 wo/ h er faythfullman be founde 
Lnto my laſt / lyke as mp hert is bounde, 


To loue as well as dyde Ichplles 
Unto his laſt the fayzePolixene 
On as the great famous Hercules 
Fo: Deianpꝛe/ that frltethe ſhote kene 
Bight ſo ſhall I ſayecupn as Þ mene 

whyle that J ipue- her bothe dꝛede and ſerue 
Fo: lacke of mercy/thoughe ſhe do me ſterue. 


Nowe lady Uenus / to whom nothyng bnknowe 
Is in the woꝛlde / ne nought maye be 
Tem. gla. d 


Fo: there nys thynge neyther hye ne lowe 
May be conceled from your pꝛyuete 

Fro whom my meanyng is uat no we ſecre 
But wytte fully / that myn entent is true 
And lyke my trouthe nowe on my payne rue 


Foz moꝛe of grate than of pꝛeſumpcion 
Jake mercy-/and nothyng ot dute 

Of lowly humbleneſle without tranſgreſſion 
That yeenclyneofpour benignyte 

Pour audience vnto my humulite 

To graunt me it/foz whiche Jclcape and call 
Some dap releaceof my paynes all 


And ſyth ye hauethe guerdon and the mede 
Of all louers playnly in your hande 

— — pite take pe hede 

Ok my diſtreſſe/that am vnder pour bande 
Solowly boundc- as pe well vnderſtande 
Inthat ——— I toke fyzſt my wounde 
Of pite luſtre ye my helthe map be founde 


That lyke as ſhe hurt me with a 1 9e 
Kyght ſo with helth lette me her ſuſtene 

And as the ſtremes of her eyen bꝛyght 
Somtyme my hert / with woũdes ſharpe ⁊ kene 
Tzoughe perted haue / and pet be kreſſhe # grene 
So as ſhe me hurte/let her me ſuccour 

Oz els certayne Imap nat longe endure 


Fo lackcof ſpeche Jcan ſay you no moꝛe 


IF haucnomater/but Jcannatcomplayne 
My wytte is dull to tell all my ſoꝛe 

A mouthe J haue / and pet foz all my payne 
Fo2 want of woꝛdes / mape nat nowe attayne 
To tell halte that dothe my hert greue 

Mercy abpding / tyll ſhe me lyſt teleue. 


But this teffecte of my mater fynall 
With deth oz mercy releace foz to fynde 
Foz hert/body-thoughAyfeAuſt/and alk 
With all my reaſon/and all my full mynde 
And fyue wyttes / ok one aſſent J bynde 
To her ſerupte / without any ſtryfe 

And makcher pꝛinceſſe ot my deth oz lyfe 


And nowe J pꝛape ot reuth and cke pite 

O goodly planet / O lady Uenus bꝛyght 

That pe your ſonne/ok his deite 

Cupide J meane-that with his dzedefull myght 
And wity his bꝛonde /that is ſo clere o lyght 
Myn hert lyſt ſo to fſyʒe and to marke 

As ve meſomtyner bꝛent with a ſparke 


That lyke wyſe / and with the ſame fyze 
She mape byit / as J nowe bꝛenne and meite 
So that her hert be flammed with deſpꝛe 
That ſhe may knowe by ferucnce-howe Iſwelte 
She wolde me pitie plapnlp/it ſhe telte 
(The ſelfe heate-that doth myn hert enbꝛace 
J hope ot rcuth/ſhe wyll do me grace 
The authoz, 
¶ Ind therwithal Uenus / as me thought 
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Towardethis man full benygnelp 

Gan caſt her eye/lyke as though lherought 
Ok his dileale / and ſapd full goodly 

Syth it is ſo/that you ſo humbly 

without grutchyng/ our heſtes lyſt obey 
Towarde pour heipe I wpll anon puruey 


And alſo my ſonne Cupide / that is ſo blynde 
Shalbe helpynge fully to perfourme 

your holle deſyꝛe/that nothynge behynde 

Ae ſhalbe lefte / ſo we ſhall refourme 

This pitious cõplaynt / makcth you to mourne 
Aud ſhe / to whom ye ſoꝛowe molt in herte 
Spal though her mercy releace all your ſmerte 


whan lhe ſeeth tyme/thꝛough her purueyaunce 
Be nat to haſty / but ſuffre aul thyng wele 

Joꝛ in abydyng / thꝛough lowly obeyſſaunce 
Lycth full redꝛeſſe of all that pe nowe fcle 

And lye ſhalbe as true as any ſtele 

To you alone / by out myght and grace 

Itye lyſt mekeiy abyde a lytell ſpace 


But vnderſtande ye / that all her cheriſſhyng 
Shalbe grounded vpon honeſte 

That no wyght ſhal / by any reherſyng 
Deme amps ot her in no degre 

Joꝛneyther mercy/reuth / noꝛ pite 

Sys ſhall nat hauc / ne tate of pou none hede 
Jarther than longeth vnto her womanheed 


UM 


Be nat aſtonyed of no wylfulneſſe 

Noz diſpcy2cd of this diſſolucion 

Let reaſon bꝛidell luſt by bucſumneſſe 
without grutchyng oz rebellyon 

Foz 10yc ſhall folowe all this paſſyon 

Fo: who can ſuffre tourment and endure 
Map nat fayle at length to optapne pleaſure, 


Fo: befoꝛe all ſhe ſhall the loue beſt 

So (yall J her without offencion 

By influence enſppꝛe in her bꝛeſt 

In honeſt wyle / and full entencion 

Joꝛ to enclyne by clene affection 

Her hett Holly on the to haue reuthe 

2Bycaule 4 knowe/ that thou meaneſt treuthe, 


Gonowe to her / where ſhe ſtandeth a ſyde 
with humble chere / and put the in her grace 
Ind all vefoze-let hope be thy gpde 

Ind though that dꝛede wolde with the kate 
It ſytteth well / but loke that thou arace 
Out of thyne hert / wanhope and diſpepze 
To her pꝛelence oʒ thou haue repepꝛe. 


Ind mcrcy firſt ſhall thy waye make 745 

Ind houeſt meane afo:c do thy meſſa 

To mac ppte in her hert awake 

Ind ſecretneſſe to foꝛther thy vyage 

with humble poꝛte / to her that is ſo ſage 

Shall meanes be / and J my ſelfe allo 

Shall the foꝛther / oz thy tale be do. 
Tem ok gla. d. iij. 


So foꝛth anone/and be of right good chere 
Foz ſpecheleſſe nothyng map pe ſpede 

Be good of truſt / and be nothyng in were 
Syth J my lelfe ſhall heipe in this nede 
Fo at tyelceſtof Her goodly herd 

She ſhall tothe her audience inclyne 

And lowiy to her tell thou thy tale ſyne 


Foz well thou wotteſt/if I ſhall nat fayne 
without ſpeche thou mapſt no mercy haue 
Foz who that wyll of his pꝛyue payne 

Fully be cured/his lyfe to helpe and ſaue 

Muſt mckely out of his herte graue 

Diſcouer his wounde / and ſhewe it to his leche 
Q: elles dye foz defaute of ſpeche 


Foꝛ hc that is in myſcheke / and is rekeleeg 

To ſeche helpe / J holde hym a wꝛetche 

Aud ſhe ne may thyn hert bꝛynge in peas 

But it thy complaynt to her herte ſtretche 
woldeſt thou be cured / and wylte no ſalue fetche 
It wyll nat be: foꝛ no wyght may attayne 

To come to blyſſe / it he lyſt lpue in payne 


Therkoꝛe at ones go foꝛth in humble wyſe 
Befoze thy lady /and lowly knele adowne 
And in all trouth thy woꝛdes ſo deuyſe 
That ſhe onthe haue compaſſpon 

Jo: (hc that is ot ſo high renoun 

In all vertues / as quene and ſouerayne 
Of woinanheed lhall rue vpon thy payne 


Theauthoz, 
¶ And whan the goddelle this leſſon had tolde 
Aboute me as J gan beholde | 
Right ſoꝛe aſtouyed J ſtode in a traunce 
To ſethe maner and the countenaunce 
And all the chere of this wofull man 
That was ofhewe deedly pale and wan 
with dꝛede ſuppꝛiled in his owne thought 
Mahkyng chere / as though he cared nought 
Ol lyfe ne deth / ne what ſo hym betyde 
So moche feare he had on cuery ſyde 
To put hym fozth / foz to tell his payne 
Unto his lady /oꝛels to complayne 
what wo he ledde/tourment / and diſeaſe 
what deedly ſoꝛowe his herte dyd ſeaſe 
Foꝛ reuth of whiche his woes / Jendyte 
My penne J kele quake as Iwꝛyte 
Of hym J had ſo great compaſſion 
Foz to tcherce his lamentacion 
yc / though J with my ſelfe ſtryue ; 
Unneth my connyng may his paynes diſcryue 
Alas to whom ſhall J foꝛ helpe call 
Nat tothe muſes / bycauſe they ben nere all 
Helpe of right in ioye / and nat in wo 
And in matters that they delyte alſo 
wherfoꝛe they nyll / as nowe dyzecte my ſtyle 
Noꝛ me enſppꝛe/alas the harde whyle 
I can no further / but to Theſiphon 
And to her ſuſters to call helpe vpon 
That be goddeſſes of tourment and ok payne 
Nou let your teares into mync ynke rapne 


with wofull woꝛdes my paper foꝛ to blotte 
This wo full mater nat to paynt but ſpotte 
To tell the maner of this dzedefull man 
Uponhis complaynt whan he firſt began 
To tell his lady / and howe he gan declare 
His hydde ſoꝛowes and his pucll fare 

That his hert conſtrayned lo ſoꝛe 

Theffect of whiche was this without moꝛe. 


¶ Pꝛinceſſe of youth /and floure ok gentylneſſe 
Enſampleof vertue/ grounde ok courteſye 
Of beaute rote /quene and cke maiſtreſſe 

To all women /howe they ſhall them gye 

And fothfaſt myzrour to exemplifye 

The right way of poꝛte and of womanhede 
what 7 ſhall ſaye of mercy take c hede 


Belechynge vnto your Hygh nobleſſe 
with quakyng hert of my inwarde dꝛede 
Of grace and pite/and of ryghtouſneſſe 
Ok verp reuth to helpenthis nede 

This is to ſay / O well of goodlyhede 
That I ne recke though ye do me deye 
So ye lyſt fyzſt to here what J ſeye 


The d2cdcfull ſtroke/ the great foꝛce and myght 
Ol Cupide/ayenſt whom none may rebell 

Do inwardiy thꝛough out my herte right 
Fpciced hath / that J ne map councell 

yn Hpb wonnde/ ne Jne map appclle 

Un to no grratter/this myghtp god fo faſte 
you to ſetue hath me bounde vnto my laſte 


My hert and all without ſtryfe are yolde 

Fo: lyfeo2 deth to your ſexuice alone 
Byghtas the goddeſſe myghty Uenus wolde 
Betozc her mekcly whan Þ made my mone 
She me conſtrapned / without chaunge anone 
To your ſeruice/and neuer fo to fayne 

whether fo euer pe lyſt to do me eaſe oʒ papne 


So that I can nothyng but mercy crpe 
Of pou my lady /and chaunge foꝛ no newe 
That pe lyſt goodly / beloze 02 that I dye 
Of verp reuth vpon my papnes rewe 

Foꝛ by my trouth af ye my paynes knewe 
And what the cauſc is of myn aduerſite 
On my dilcale ye wolde haue pite 


Foz vnto pou true and eke ſecre 

J wyll be founde/to ſerue as I beſt tan 

And therwithall as lowly in eche degre 

To you be alone /as cuer pet was man 
Unto his lady / from the tyme J began 

Ind ſhall ſo foʒth / withouten any ſlouth 
whyle that Jlyue / by god and by my trouth 


Fo2 J had leuer dye ſodaynly 

Than you offende in any maner Wyſe 

Ind ſutfre papnes in warde pzyucly 

Than mp lcruice as nowe ye ſhulde deſpice 
Foꝛ I right naught wyll al ke in no wyſe 
But toꝛ pour ſeruant pc wolde me accepte 
And whan Itreſpace goodly me cozrecte 


And foꝛ to graunt of mercy the pzayere 
Onely of grace and womanly pite 

From day to day that J myghtlere 

vou fo to pleaſe/and ther withall that pe 
whan J do mys/1ylt foꝛ to teche me 

In your ſeruiie/howe that I may amende 
From henceloꝛth / and neuer you offende 


Foꝛ vnto me it doth inough ſuffice 

That foꝛ your man ye wolde me recepue 
Fully to be as pe lyſte deuyſe 

And as karfoꝛth as my wyttes can conceyue 
And therwithall/lyke as ye me pꝛeue 

To be true/to guerdone me ok grace 

Oels to punyllhe after my treſpace 


And if ſo be/that J map nat attayne 
Unto your mercy/yet graunt at the leſte 
In pour ſeruice/foꝛ all my wo and payne 
That J may dye after my beheſte 

This is all and ſome the fyn of mp requeſt 
Eyther with mercy your ſeruant to ſaue 
Oz mercples that Imap be begraue 


¶ And whan this benigne /ok her entent true 
Conceyucd hath the complayntofthis man 
-_ as the freſſhe ruddy roſe newe 

Ok her colour to waxen ſhe began 

Her blood aſtonyed ſo from her hert it ran 


In to her face-of very femynyte 


Thought honeſt dꝛede abaſſhed was ſhe 


And humbly ſhe began her eyen caſte 
Towarde hym ok her benignite 

So that no woꝛde by her lyppes paſte 

Foz haſte/noz dzede-mercy/ne pite 

Foꝛ ſo demeaned ſhe was in honeſte 

Chat vnaduyſed nothyng fro her ſterte 

So mochcofreaſon was compoſed in her herte 


Cyll at the laſt ſo moche ſhe dyd abꝛayd 

whan ſhe his trouth and meanpng well dyd fele 
That vnto hym full goodly thus ſhe ſayd 

¶ Ot pour beheſt / and pour meanyng wele 
And your ſcruyce ſo faith full cucry dele 

whiche vnto me fo lowly nowe pe offre 

with all my hert F thanke you foz pour pꝛokre 


And foꝛ as moche as your entent is ſet 
Onely on vertue /ibꝛydled vnder dꝛede 
ve muſtok right nedes kare the bet 

Ol your requeſt/and the better ſpede 
But as foz me / map ot womanheed 
No farther graunt to you /in myn entent 
Than as m lady Uenus wyll allent 


Fo: ſhe well knoweth / Jam nat at my large 
To do right naught / but by her oꝛdynaunce 
So am J dꝛowned vnder her dꝛedekull charge 
Her luſt to obeye / without variaunce 

But foꝛ my parte / ſo it be pleaſaunce 

Unto the goddeſſe-foz trouth in your empꝛyſe 
F vou accepte fully to my ſerupte. 


Fo: ſhe my hert Hath in ſlubiection 
whiche helly is youts / and neuer ſhall repent 
In thought noꝛ dede /in myn election 
wytneſſe on Uenus / that knoweth myn entent 
Fully to beyc Her dome and iugement 
So as het lyſte ditpoſc and oꝛdayne 

I Byght as ſhe knoweth the trouth of vs twapne 


Fo: vnto the tyme that Uenus lyſt pꝛouyde 
Toſhapcawaye foꝛ our hertes eaſe 

Both e and I mekelp mult abyde 

To take at gre/and nat foꝛ our diſeaſe 

To grutche agrayne/tyil that ſhe lyſt app cace 
Out hyd wo / ſo inly that conſtrapucth 

From day to day/and our hertes payneth 


Joꝛ in abydyng of wo /and all affraye 
who that can ſuffre fpndeth remedy 
Ind foꝛ the beſt full oft is made delape 
Oz men be healed oftheyꝛ malady 
wherfoꝛe as Uenus lyſt the mater gye 
Let bgagree/and take all fo: the beſt 
Tyll her lyſt ſet both our hertes in reſt 


Fo: ſhe that byndeth and can tonſtrapne 

Hertes in one /this foꝛtunate planete 

And can teleace louers of they: payne 

To tourne fully theyꝛ bytter vnto ſwete 

Nowe blyſfull goddeſſe / downe fro thy ſterry ſete 
Vs to feꝛztunec/caſt ycur ſiremes ſhene 

Lykeas c knowe/that we trouth mene 
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And therwithall/ as I myn cyencaſte 

02 to perccyue the maner of theſe twapne 
Befozc the goddelle mekely as they paſte 
Me thought J lawe with a golden chapne 
Venus anone enkzace and conltrapne 
They? both hertes in one fo2 to perſeucre 
whyle that they lyue / and neuer to diſſcuere 


Sapeng ryght thus / with a benigne chere 

¶ Syth it is fo-pe be vnder my myght 

My wyll is thus that ye m daughter dere 
Fully accepte this man/as ut is ryght 

Unto your grace /anone here in my iyght 
That euer hath ben ſo lowly you to lerue 

It is good ſkyle your thanke that he deſerue 


Pour honour ſaufe/and alſo your womanheed 
Pym to cherilſhe it ſytteth you ryght welle 
Sithe he is bounde vnder hope and dꝛede 
Ampd my chaync-that foꝛgedis of ſteie 

pe muſt of mercy ſhape that pe fele 

In you ſome graccof his long ſerupte 

Ind that in haſteapkeas I ſhall dcuyſe 


Chis is to ſap/that pe takeHede 
Howe he to you moſt faith full hath ben and true 


Ok all your ſeruantes /and nothyng foꝛ his mede 


Of you he aſketh/but yc on hym totue 
Fo: he vowed hath to chaunge foz no newe 
Foꝛ ipfe-ne deth / foz ioyc / ne foꝛ payne 
Is to be yours /ſo as pe lyſt oʒꝛdayne 

Tem. gla. e, 


wherfoꝛe ye muſt/oꝛels it were wꝛonge 
Vuto pour grace tully qym reccpue 

Ju my pꝛeuncc/oycauſe he hath ſo longe 
Holly ben pouts / as pe may conceyue 
Chat from mercy it yc hym wepue 

I wyll my ſelte recoꝛde cruclte 

In pout perlone/and great lackc ot pite 


Ket hym foꝛ his trouth fſynde trouth agayne 
Fo: longe ſeruice guerdone hym with grace 
And let your pite wepe downe his payne 
Jo tyme is nowe daunger to arace 

Out ot pour herte / and mercy into ſpace 
And loue fo: loue wolde well beſeme 

To gyuc agaync/andthis J playnly deme 


Ind as fo: hym J wylbe his boꝛowe 

Of towlyhicd-a100 buly attendaunce 
How hc lhalve both cuc and moꝛowe 

J uul duigent to do his ooleruaunce 

And cuet awaptyuge you to do plcaſaunce 
wucrkoꝛe my ſonne tylten and take hede 
Fully toobcye-as I (hall the tede 


And kyꝛſt of all my wyll is that thou be 

4 atchfull in hcrt-and conſtant as a wall 
CTruc humble nckc/ano thet withall lecre 
1ichourchaunge wparticand in all 

4+. 0200 touriment that the map befall 
Tiny. f(t m,cnat but euer im ſtedkaſtneſſe 
Lots [Vn hee / and voyde double AE 


* 


Aud karthermoꝛe haue in rcuerence 

Theſe women au / foꝛ thy lady ſake 

And ſuftre neuęr that men do them offence 
ſo: louc ofonc / but cuer vndertake 

Them to dcfkende/Whether they llepe oz Wake 
And ay be redy to holde them partye 

Igaynlt all thoſe- that tothcin haue enupe 


Bec curteyſe ay/atid lowly of thy ſpeche 

To richte and poo2c;Bc kreiſhe and well beſeyne 
Ind cucr buſy/-waycsS fo: to leche 

All true loucrs toreleaccof they: payne 

Sith Þ art one, And ot no wight hauediſdayne 
Fo: louc hath pobh er Hertes toz to dauut 

And ncucr foʒ chetuſhyng the to moche auaunt 


Be luſty cke / voyde of all triſteſſe 

And take no thought / but cuer be iocunde 

Ind nat to penlyfc foz nouc heupnelle 

Ind with thy gladnellc let ladneſſe ay be founde 
whan wo apzocheth ict my2th molt Habunde 
As mahodcalketh: And though thou fele ſmerte 
Lct nat to many know ot thyn hert 


* 


And all vertues buſely enfuc 

Uices eſchewe oz the louc of one 

Ind toꝛ no tales thync hert nat renue 

woꝛdeis but wynde / that hall ſoone begone 

what cucr thou here / he dombe as any ltonc 

Ind to anſꝛu ere to loonc / do nat the delyte 

Jeg heit ſhe ſtaͤdeth / that all this ſhall the qupte. 
Tem ol ala, c. ij 


And whether thou be abſent 024n pꝛeſente 
None other beaute let in thyn hert myne 
yth IJ haue peue her of beaute excellence 
boue all other / euer to be thyne 
And thynke howe in kyꝛe men are wonte to fyne 
This pured golde/to put it in aſſay 
So to the pꝛoue thou arte put in delape 


But tyme ſhall come thou ſhalt foʒ thy ſuffriice 
Be well apapd/and take toʒ thy mede 

Thy lyues iope /and all thy ſuffyſaunce 

So that good hope alwaye thy bꝛidell lede 
Let no dilpay2ze hyndꝛe the with dꝛede 

But ay thy cruſt on her mercy grounde 

Syth none but (ſhe map thy ſoꝛowe founde 


Eche houre/tyme / weke / day / and pere 

Be lpke faith full / and vary nat foz lyte 

Abyde a whyle / and than of thy deſpze 

The tyme nygheth / that (hall the moſt delpte 
And let no ſoʒowe in thy hert byte 

Foz no deferryng / ſythe thou fo: thy mede 
Shalt reiopce in peate the flour ot womanhede. 


Thynke / howe ſhe is this wozldes ſonne #lyght 
The ſterre ot beautie / the flour eke of fapznelle 
Bothe croppe and rote / and eke the rubye bꝛight 
Hertes to glade / itroubled with derkeneſſe 

And howe J haue made her thyne hertes ẽpꝛeſſe 
Be gladde therfoꝛe to be vnder her bonde 

Howe come nere doughter ⁊ take HP by p̃ honde. 


Unto this ſyn / that after all theſe ſhours 

Ok his tourment/he may be glad and lyght 
whan by your grace pe take hym to be yours 
Fo2 cuermoꝛe/anone here in mp ſyght 

And cke J wyll alſo/as it is right 

Without inoze his langour ſoꝛ to lyſſe 

In iny pꝛeſence anone that pe hym kyſſe 


That there map be ot all your olde ſmertes 
A full tcleace vnder iope allured 

And that one locke be ot your bothe hertes 
Sypt with my keyeof golde / ſo well pured 
QOncly in ſigne/that pt haue recured 

Pour holle de ſpʒe/here in this holly place 
Within my temple / nowe in the pere ok grace 


yt be eternally bounde of aſſuraunce 

The knot is knyt-that may nat be vnbounde 
That all the goddes / of this alyaunte 
Saturne / Juue/and Mars /as it is founde 
And cbze Cupide/that tyꝛʒſt dyd you wounde 
Shall bcare recoꝛde /and eue tmoꝛe bewzetze 
On whiche of you his trouth fp2it bꝛeke 


So that by aſpettes of they: fyꝛy lokeg 
without mercy ſhall fall the vengeaunce 
L0z to be raſed clene out ofiny bokes 
On whiche of you be founde of vartaunce 
Thcrtoze at ones ict your plealaunce 
Fully to be/whyle ye haue lyfe and mynde 
Of one actoꝛde / vnto your Iyues ende 
Tem of gla, c. lij. 


Chat if the ſpirite of newe kangleneſſe 
In any wyſe your hertes wolde aſſaple 
To mouc oꝛ ſtere to bʒyng in doubleneſſe 
Upon your trouthe to gyue a batayle 
Let nat your courageme your foꝛce faple 
Noz none aſſaultes you flytten oꝛ temeue 
Joꝛ vnaſſaped no man may trouth pꝛeue 


F02 whyte is whyter / it it be ſet by blacke 

And ſwete is ſwetet after bytterneſſe 

And falſhed euer is dꝛyuen and put abacke 
where trouth is roted without falſeneſſe 
Without pꝛoue/there may be no ſekerneſſe 

Of loue oꝛ hate /and therfoze ot you two 
Shall loue be moꝛce /toꝛ it was bought with wo 


And eucry thynge is had moꝛe in dente 

And moꝛe of pꝛyte/whan it is dere bought 
Ind eke loue ſtandeth moꝛe in ſurcte 
whanitis befoze with payne / wo / and thought 
Conquered/than fyꝛſt whan it was ſought 
And euery conqueſt hath his excellence 

In his purſute /as it fyndeth reſiſtence 


And ſo to pou moꝛe ſwete and agreable 

Loue ſhalbe founde / J you playnly aſſure 
Without grutchyng ik pe be ſufferable 

Both lowe and meke/pacientlp to endure 
Than all at ones J ſhall do nowe my cure 
Joꝛ nowe and euer pour hertes fo to bynde 
That nought but dcth [hall the knot vnbynde 


Nowcinthis mater what ſhulde Jlonger dwcly 
Come ye attones/and do as I haueſayd 
And fyꝛſt my voughter-that ate of boũtie well 
In hert and thought be glad and well apayd 
To do hym grace /that ſhall / and hath obeyd 
our luſtes euer / and J wyll foꝛ his ſake 
Ok trouthe to you be bounde and vndertake 


¶( And ſo fozth in pꝛeſence as they dyd ſtande 
Befozcthe goddelſe/this lady fayze and wele 
Het humble ſeruaunt toke goodly by the hande 
As he bcfoze her mekely dyd knele 

And kyſſed hym / alter fulfyllyng cuery dele 
From poynt to poynt /in full thzyfty wyſe 

Is yc betoʒe haue Uenus herde deupyle, 


Thus is this man to iope and all pleaſaunce 
From heupnelle / and krom his paynes olde 

Full reconciled / and hath ful ſuſſiſaunce 

Ok her / that euer ment well and wolde 

That in good faith if J teil ſholde 

Theinwardc myꝛtes tbat dyd they? hertes brace 
Fo: all my lyfc it were to lytell ſpace 


Fo: he hath wonne her/that he loueth beſt 
And ſhe to grace hath take hym of pite 
And thus theyz hertes ben both ſet in reſt 
without chaungeo2 mutabilite 

And Ucnus hath of her bemarmte 
Conkoꝛmed all / what ſhall J ionger tary 
Theſe twayne in one and neuer to vary 


That for iope in the temple about 

Of this atcoꝛdc/by great ſolempnite 

was laude aud honour within and without 
Gpucu ts Ucnug-/and tothe deite 

Of god Cupide:ſo that Calliope 

And all ber ſyſterne /in they? armonye 

with theyꝛ ſwete ſonges the gooddeſſe magnifpe 


Ind all at ones / with notes loude and ſharpe 
They dyd her honour andreuerence 

And Oꝛpheus among them with his harpe 
Gan ſtrynges touche with his diligence 
Id Imphion/that hath ſuche excellence 
Of mulike/ap dyd his bulynclle 

To plcaſe the quene Ucnus and goddeſſe 


Oncly bycauſcof theaffunte 

Betwene theſe two / nat lykely to diſſcuer 

Ind cuery louer ot hye and lowe degre 

Gan Ucnus pꝛaye / fro theus foꝛth and euer 
That hollcofthem the loue may perſeuer 
withouten ende / in ſuche wyſe as they gonne 
Ind moꝛe encreace/that it ot harde was wonne 


Ind the goddes heryng this requeſt 

As ſhe that knewethe tlene intention 

Ok both them twaync / made a beheſt 
Perpctually/ by confyzmacion 

Whyle they lyuc ok one affection 

They (hall cudure / there is no moe to ſapue 
Chat neythcr ſhali haue mater to complayne 


So ferfozthe euermoꝛe in our eternal ſe 
The goddes haue in our pꝛeſence 

Fully deuyſed/ thzoughe their deite 

And holly conclude by they influence 
That by theyz myght and iuſte pꝛudence 
The loue ot them by grace and eke foztune 
Whithout chaunge ſhall euermoꝛe contune 


Of whiche graunt the temple enupꝛon 
Though hye comloꝛt otthem that were pꝛeſen⸗ 
Inon was begon / with a melodious ſowne 

In nameokt thoſe/that trouth in loue ment 

A balade newe in full good entente 

Befoꝛe the goddeſſe / with notes loude and clere 
Sypngyng right thus / anon as ye ſhall here 


¶ Fapꝛeſt of ſterres / that with your perſat lyght 
And with the cheriſſhyng of your beames clere 
Cauſe in loue hertes to be lyght 

Onely by ſhynyng of your glad ſpere 

Noe laude and pꝛeyſe / O lady Uenus dere 

Be to pour name /that haue without ſynne 
This man foꝛtuned his lady foꝛ to wynne 


worthy planete O Eſperus fo bꝛyght 

That wofull hertes canſt appeaſe and ſtere 
And euer are redy by pour grace and myght 
To helpe all thole/that bye loue ſo dere 

And haue power hertes to ſet on fyꝛe 

Honour to you ot all that be here inne 

That haue this man his lady made to wynne 


O mighty goddes / day ſterre after night 
Gladyng the moꝛowe / Whan pe do appere 
To voyde dertzeuelle by freſſhneſſe of your lyght 
Oncly with twyncling ok pour plcaſaunt chere 
To you we thanke louers that ben here 
That yethis man and neuer fo2 to twynne 
Foꝛtuned hauc / his lady foꝛ to wynne. 

The authoz. 
¶ Ind ith the noyle / and heuenly melody 
That they made in their armony 
Thꝛoughe out thetemple/ foz this mannes ſake 
Foꝛthe ot my ſiepe anone J dyde a wake 
Ind ſoꝛe aſtonyed / knewe as than no rede 
Joꝛ ſodaync chaunge oppꝛeſſed with dꝛede 
Me thought J was calt in a traunce 
So clene awayc was than my remembꝛaunce 
Ot all my dꝛeme wherof frette thought and wo 
IJ had in hert / and nyſt what was to do 
Jo: heuyneſſe that J had loſt the ſyght 
Okt her / that J all the long nyght 
Dad dꝛemed ol / in my aduiſion 
wherof J made great lamcntacion 
Bytauſe J had ncuer in my lyfe beſoꝛne 
Sawe none lo fapꝛe / ſithe that J was bome 
Fo: loue of whom / ſo as I can endyte 
J purpoſe here to make and wꝛite 
Alytell treatyſe / and pꝛotceſſe make 
In pꝛaiſe of women onely foꝛ her ſake 
Them to commende / as it is ſkyll and right 
Foz her goodnceſſe with all my might 
Pzapeng to her / that is lo bontuous 


I} 


So full ot vertue / and ſo gracious 

Oc womanheed and mercytull pyte 

This iym pie treatiſe foz to tate in gre 

Cyll J haue lepſer / vato het hye renowne 
Foz to expowne 1ny fozſaid viſpowne 

And tell in plapne the ſigniftaunce 

As it comcth to my rememozaunce 

So that here attet my lady mape it loke 
Nowc go thy wape thou lyteli xude votze 

Co her pꝛelence/as Ithe commaunde 

And firit of all thou me rccommaunde 

Unto het / and to her cxcellence 

And pꝛap to her / it be none offence 

Jf any woꝛde in the be mpſſaid 

25cſcchyng her / he be nat puell payd 

1oꝛ as ycriylt Jwylichecfrecozrecte 

wyan that her lykcth agayuwarde the dyꝛecte 
A mcauc that benigauc / aud goodly of face 
zue go thy waye / and put che in her grace, 


¶ Duodccimabuſtones, 


C Beer ſine ſapientia. Epiſcopus ſine doctrina. 
Dominus fine conſuio. Mulier une caſtitate 
Mues line pꝛobitate. Judex ſinewſtitia, 
Dulcs ſine elemoſina. Populus ſine lege. 
Senex ſine religione. Seruus ſine timoꝛe. 
Paupet ſuperous, Adolcſces ſine obedictia. 


¶ Go forthe kyng / rule the by ſapyence 
Boſſhoppe be able ta myniſtre doctepne 


Loꝛde to trut counlkayle gyue audience 
wowanheed tochaſtite cuer enclyne 
Anyght let thy dedes wozſhyp determyne 
Be tightous Jugt in ſauyng thy name 
Byche do almes/leſt thou loſe blyſſe with ſhame. 


People obepe pour kyng and the lawe 

Age be thou ruled by good religion 

Crue ſeruant be dꝛedefull / kepe the bnder aw 
And thou pooꝛe defyc pꝛeſumpcion | 
Inobedience to youth is vtter diſtruction 
Remembꝛe howe god hath ſet you ſo 

Than do pour part as ye are oꝛdeyned to, 


¶ Thus endeth the temple of Glaſſe. Empꝛinted 
at Lodo in Fleteſtrete /in the houſc of Thoz 
mas Berthelet / nere to the Cundite / 
at the ſygne of Lucrece. 
Cum pꝛiuuegio. 


